Huntley Hills Traffic Calming Proposed Plan - FAQ

Who created this plan? 
Approximately 10 residents of Huntley Hills, who served on the Traffic Calming Committee, under the Neighborhood Association, created this proposed plan. We organized 8 public neighborhood meetings, had dozens of committee meetings and participated in countless conversations and emails communications with as many neighbors as possible. We also had numerous conversations (and debates) with the County regarding many of the plan details. All of the feedback gathered culminated in the proposed plan.

Is this the FINAL plan? 
We will have one last public meeting in early Sept (details to come), where we will present this plan, answer any questions and listen to feedback. Assuming there are no major concerns or issues that we failed to address, we will present this plan to the Board of Commissioners, for their vote, on September 22nd. If by chance, we feel we have to make some major changes, we will delay the Commission vote and regroup. 

How do we approve or reject this plan, once the Board of Commissioners votes for it?
We have to get 65% “yes” signatures, from the impacted houses, in order for the plan to pass. 

Why are only Admiral, Longview, Admiral Way, Plantation and Elwyn included? 
The original plan included many additional streets (Commodore, Greenhill, Montford, Ensign, Commander and Captain). But based on all the feedback we received from the meetings and conversations with neighbors, we realized the vast majority of people on these streets did not want any traffic calming measures (especially speed tables!). So we focused primarily on the major problem streets, Longview and Admiral. 

Plantation and Elwyn also have some speeding and cut-through problems (although not as bad). However, we included a minimum amount of speed tables on each of these streets because we felt there was enough neighborhood support on to justify it. We also felt a couple of measures on those streets would help protect Ensign from becoming the next cut-through. In addition, by including Ellwn and Plantation, we will have stripping lines on both sides of the streets, creating a nice walkway for people to get from one side of Longview to another, making our neighborhood feel more unified. These lines will also help provide a safer route for kids and families to walk to and from the pool and/or to and from the school.

Admiral Way is in the plan because several residents on that street came to us and showed there was clear support for inclusion.  They have a small cut-through problem and fear it would just get worse if traffic-calming measures on Longview are installed. 

Everyone in the neighborhood drives on Longview or Admiral and will be impacted by these measures – so why doesn’t everyone get to vote?
The County determines which houses are included in the vote. Streets not in the vote will still have an exit route out of the neighborhood, without traveling over a traffic-calming device. In addition, any houses included in the vote are also included in the $25/year tax assessment…so most everyone we talked to on the non-impacted/non-voting streets seemed happy about not being included. 

If the streets not included in the plan decide they want traffic calming measures, too, what then? 
Every street has the option of petitioning the County for traffic calming. Each street would have to first qualify (based on data collected by the County) and then would have to get the 65% “yes” signatures to approve a plan. 

Why didn’t you put MORE speed tables on Longview? They are so far apart and cars can easily speed between them. 
Speed tables are unequivocally the most effective traffic-calming device. That is why people don’t like them! Based on all the meetings and conversations we had with neighbors, we concluded that if we wanted the support of the neighborhood, we needed to keep the number of speed tables to the bare minimum. So we tried to just strategically place them in the most problematic areas. We also worked with the County to get approval for 3 traffic circles on Longview, so that we could include less speed tables and still have an effective plan. 






Why didn’t you put FEWER speed tables on Longview? Won’t the circles and bike lanes be enough?
The traffic circles will certainly slow people down at the intersections they are used to speeding through. The bike lanes will help, too. But the bike lanes are only lines in the road and will not be nearly as effective as physical barriers. There are long stretches of road between the circles and stop signs and we believe the only way to really make Longview a safe street is to add some strategically placed speed tables, so that excessive speeds cannot be reached between measures. We also tried to place the tables such that you could never see more than one at a time from wherever you are, so the street does not look like a racetrack. 

Why did you not include a speed table in the middle of the Admiral hill, by Chamblee Dunwoody? This is one of the worst speeding and cut-through streets in the neighborhood. 
The County would not allow a speed table on the hill, due to the steep grade and fear that cars could become airborne. However, we do have one at the top of the hill and at the bottom, along with stripping lines on both sides of the street. 

Can you explain how the traffic circles will work? 
They are basically round-a-bouts (26 feet wide in diameter) and traffic will flow around them in one direction. Upon approaching them, drivers will have to slow down (and sometimes stop) to determine if the road is clear. They will have to yield to any cars already in the circle; cars on Longview will not automatically have the right-of-way. Any existing stop signs will be removed and replaced with yield signs. Cars will not be allowed to make left turns in the circle, rather they will have to drive 270 degrees around the circle. However, busses and trucks greater than 22ft long will be permitted to make left turns within the circle (and there will be a sign, stating this, on or near the circle).

Won’t the cars in the circle drive into the crosswalks? 
No, because new crosswalks will be drawn approximately 20 ft back from any travel lanes.

What about the bike lanes? How will those be drawn in the circles? 
Bike lanes will stop approximately 35 feet from the circles. 

Will the circle intersections cut into anyone’s property or use the right-of-way?
No. The intersections will remain square, with a circle in the middle.

What is planted in the circles? Who maintains them? 
We, as a neighborhood, are responsible for the maintaining the inside of the circles. We determine and pay for whatever we want. The county will just remove the concrete and asphalt and we will be left with a bunch of dirt. 

How wide are the bike lanes? Can you park in them? 
5ft wide on both sides and yes, parking will be allowed in the bike lanes.

What will the traffic island on Longview, by the park, look like?
It will be approximately 40 ft long and 4 feet wide, with a hard curb and minimal plantings (that we install). It will not be a splitter island, like in Murphy Candler, but rather like a concrete median, similar to the median in downtown Chamblee, at the end of Broad Street. The bike lanes on both sides might have to narrow a bit, to allow for large enough travel lanes. 

Do you think MARTA will re-route, once the traffic calming measures are installed?
No. And that has never been our intention. We just want the busses to slow down. The speed tables will slow them down to the speed limit (25 MPH) and they will be able to go around the circles.

What if we approve the plan and after all the measures are installed, we decide we want to change things? 
We can change the plan, but any significant changes (like removing or adding speed tables or circles) would require a complete re-vote. 

Why is the plan divided into 2 parts?
We don’t know. That’s just how the County did it and we’ve never gotten a good answer as to why.

I just read this entire thing and you still didn’t answer my question. What’s up with that? 
Sorry. We only have so much space. Check our website (www.huntleyhills.net) for more FAQ. Or call our Traffic Calming Coordinator at 770-713-0350.
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